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Soil health direction  / sustainable?

• Increasing yields
• Less tillage and controlled traffic
• Reduced chemical use
• Better irrigation and monitoring
• Greater awareness and skill in soil matters
• Soil (& water) testing
• Rotations, stubble retention, little burning

☺



Some examples 



EM surveys





Crop Nutrition R & D & E

N, P, K,  Zn

Sodicity





Current Hot Topics 

• VAM
• Other soil biota and organic C
• Crop Nutrition

• Soil structure
– Improving and measuring water storage



Healthy Soils Extension Series

• Soil Biology
• Soil Fertility/Crop Nutrition
• Soil Physical Constraints
• Benchmarking & Precision Ag



People
• Soil Biologist

• 4 new Phds

• New Nutrition scientist

• New Farming systems scientist
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Farm Resources - Maps

Farm Resources – Catchments Plans

Soil Management – Structure and Operations

Soil Management – Salinity and Sodicity

Efficient Irrigation – Storage and Distribution

Efficient Irrigation – Water Use and Efficiencies

Drip Irrigation – Plan

Drip Irrigation – Operation

Centre Pivot or Lateral – Installation

Native Vegetation – Assess and Map

Riparian Zone – Veg and Weed Management

Riparian Zone – Stock Management

Riparian Zone – Bank Stability



Summary 

• A lot of change in practices and skill

• Biology, fertiliser efficiencies, soil water & rotation 
systems

• Healthy soils are the foundation plank towards high 
yields and quality
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